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to doubt that Uzziah (Azariah) was equal to the
task, colossal though it was, if he had a loyal sup-
port from his allies, and if all would make com-
mon cause against their oppressor. We can only
watch and see the end of effectual opposition to
Assyria through the weakness of some members of
this alliance. Tiglathpileser came west, and, pass-
ing by the countries of some of the allies, started
southward into Palestine, making as though he
would enter Judah and attack the ringleader, Uz-
ziah, before the allies could effectually concentrate
tlieir forces. As soon as he entered Samaria,
Menaliem, the king, threw down his arms and paid
fco the Assyrians one thousand talents of silver as
n token of his acknowledgment of subjection. We
do not know all the reasons for this move. It may
have been necessary in order to save the land from
utter destruction if no assistance could be secured
elsewhere. But it looks at this distance, and on
the surface, like an act of cowardice and a be-
trayal of the oath of confederation. The weak-
ness or the blundering, or both, in all these
western alliances becomes more evident in every
successive campaign. It might well be supposed
that the dread of national extinction which had
been threatened in every successive Assyrian in-
vasion would have overcome the weakness, and
long use undone the blundering. On the pay-
ment of this tribute Tiglathpileser abandoned the
attack on Judah and began to conquer, probably
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